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With Tongue in Cheek! 


“What of us who make the Virgin Birth no 
part of our personal confession, however often 
liturgical obedience involves us in its public 
repetition . . .?” Thus wrote Dr. Theodore A. 
Gill in an unsigned, (but personally acknowl- 
edged), editorial in the Christian Century of 
April 2, 1958. 


The question many are asking, inside and 
outside the church, is by what standard church 
leaders are to be judged? What standard per- 
mits one to repeat: “I believe in God the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; which was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Vir- 
gin Mary while in one’s heart one has 
“no part” in this belief? 


During the debate in Indianapolis some of 
Dr. Gill’s defenders said: “We are assured that 
he is completely loval to the standards of the 


church .. .£”. What kind of “loyaltv” is this? 
The Confession of Faith states: “The Son of 
God ... being conceived bv the power of the 


Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Marv, 
of her substance. So that two whole, perfect, 
and distinct natures, the Godhead and the man- 
hood, were inseparably joined together in one 
person, without conversion, composition, or con- 
fusion. Which person is very God and very man, 
vet one Christ, the only mediator between God 
and man.” Chapter VIII: II. 

Deeply concerned about the turn of events 
which eventuated in the UP-USA General As- 
sembly confirming Dr. Gill as President of San 
Anselmo Theological Seminary (San Francisco) , 
the writer phoned five leading ministers in that 
denomination, all pastors of large and influen- 
tian city churches. 

One of these men staunchly defended Dr. Gill, 
stating that he is convinced he is an evangelical 


at heart. The other four expressed great dis- 
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tress at that which has taken place. None of 
these five was at Indianapolis, nor did they have 
an Opportuniay to give a public statement to 
the General Assembly. 


There is grave concern because of this tongue- 
in-cheek attitude to Christian doctrine and an 
even deeper concern for a generation of the- 
ological students who must come under such 
influence. 


Dr. Gill was approached personally at In- 
dianapolis with the plea that he affirm his faith 
in the Virgin Birth. This he refused to do. 
In this he was honest. But what about rejecting 
the Virgin Birth while at the same time affirm- 
ing it in deference to “liturgical obedience’? 


It would be pleasant to ignore this situation. 
But the day is here when Christians who have 
convictions about the Person and Work of our 
Lord—about those things so clearly affirmed in 
Holy Scripture, must affirm those convictions 
or become derelict in their duty. 


The UP-USA General Assembly spoke with 
vigor on social and moral problems. It also in- 
vaded the field of national and international 
politics. A similar vigor in affirming one of the 
cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith having 
to do with the Person of our Lord would have 
been most welcome. Just the reverse was the 
case. 

This same General Assembly spoke with feel- 
ing in regard to a union of Presbyterian bodies. 
But there are Presbyterians and Presbyterian 
groups who consider the Reformed faith and 
loyalty to the Holy Scriptures and the standards 
of the church of infinitely greater importance 
than an ecclesiastical unity projected on a ten- 
uous compromise with truth itself. 

We do not believe that a tongue-in-cheek 
theology will ever convince and convict a sinful 
world —a world desperately in need of the 
simple Gospel of God’s redemptive work through 
the Christ of Calvary. That those who assume 
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positions of leadership are in a special category 
should go without saying. This unfortunate con- 
troversy over Dr. Gill has been highlighted in 
the press around the world. The students at 
San Anselmo know of his equivocation. The 
world at large now knows that the highest court 
of a great denomination has sustained this posi- 
tion. This has brought sorrow within the 
Church and confusion outside. 

—L. N. B. 





The Reign of Law, or 
the Rule of Leaders? 


The President of the United States has set 
aside a particular day in the year to be cele- 
brated as LAW DAY. The President of the 
Georgia Bar Association has asked that this day 
be the sign of grateful recognition that we are 
ruled by law not by individual whim. In the 
light of our recent experiences with the leader- 
ship principle exemplified in Mussolini and in 
Hitler — kept alive today in the Diary of Anna 
Frank — we ought heartily to cherish the prin- 
ciple of order under law. 


Just before the Dark Ages settled down on 
Western Europe, the old Roman Empire under 
Justinian spread itself out anew over its old 
territories. The same distinguished Emperor 
had his great jurist, Tribunianus, gather the 
legislative wisdom of republican and imperial 
Rome, with the humanizing influence of Stoic 
philosophy and of the Christian religion into 
the Corpus Juris Civilis. In the twelfth century 
this body of law was rediscovered in the West 
and taught at the University of Bologna. Law 
and order again lifted their heads. Thus both 
medieval and modern history teach the su- 
periority of the reign of law over that of the 
reign of leaders. 


In the Church there is even more need for 
the full recognition of the reign of law. For 
the chain of command in the Church is: Christ 
the Lawgiver for Zion; His law given in His 
Word; the Confession and catechisms as the 
Church’s standard exposition of Scripture; the 
rules of Church order in accord with the Word 
which are set forth in the Book of Church 
Order; the equality of the eldership under the 
Constitution of the Church. There may well be 
errors in the law of the State or the law of the 
administration of the one and of the other. But 
there are no errors in the laws of our Lord and 





Saviour Jesus Christ. In His Church we have, 
then, every reason for respecting law that any- 
one has for honoring it in the civil government, 
plus many more that do not exist in the state. 


But there is always the temptation to exalt 
the rule of some prominent pastor, or session 
of important Church, or significant presbytery 
to a parity with the law of Christ “the only 
Lawgiver in Zion”. Such efforts generally end 
in making the law of the Church more signifi- 
cant and the penalty for violating it more severe 
than for breaking the law of Christ. A recent 
master’s thesis points out that in the dominant 
Church in Brazil violations of the rules of the 
Church are treated as the deadly sins, while 
transgressions of the commandments of God 
are often treated as venial sins. 

Is this, however, confined to the Roman Catho- 
lic Church of Brazil? Has our discipline gotten 
into such a shape that when it is a case involving 
a prominent minister or an important congrega- 
tion then the Book of Discipline, to which we 
all subscribe, may be set aside and the leaders 
undertake to do as they think best? And then, 
if it be a case of an ordinary member, a minister 
of a small field, a ruling elder, the provisions 
that limit an offence the proper object of judi- 
cial censure to violations of the Word of God 
may be set aside and such a man deposed for 
disobeying the action of a Church Court? 


There was a time in Scotland when the adage 
ran: tell me who your kin are and I will tell 
you what your judgment will be. The exalta- 
tion of any minister above his brother ministers 
is a derogation from the authority of Christ and 
of the laws and regulations He has provided 
for His people. We shall always be better off 
under the law of Christ than under any and 
every leader no matter how kind he thinks him- 
self to be. Over against the false adage quoted 
from Scotland stands the Word of the Lord; 
THOU SHALT NOT FEAR THE FACE OF 
A MAN IN JUDGMENT. Indeed, in the Old 
Testament the judges of Israel were sometimes 
called by the Hebrew name for God, Elohim, 
as an indication that they were to stand in the 
place of God and administer His law. The 
LORD has shown us what is good and what 
does the LORD require of us but to do justly 
and love mercy and walk humbly with our God? 

—W.C. R. 
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The Gill Case 


In the 1920's it was the case of Henry Pitney 
Van Dusen, who before the Presbytery of New 
York would not affirm belief in the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. Carried to the General Assem- 
bly the issue found the highest court of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church immediately 
ready to insist that the doctrine of the Virgin 
Birth is necessary for a candidate to accept in 
order to be deemed worthy and prepared for 
ordination to the ministry. 


Today it is the case of Theodore A. Gill, re- 
cently an editor of the Christian Century, and 
now president of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. A little over a year ago I read an 
article or editorial in the Christian Century, 
since identified as submitted by Dr. Gill, in 
which, although the fact of the resurrection of 
Christ was set forth, the Virgin Birth of our 
Lord was roundly rejected. Dr. Gill wrote: 
“What of us who make the Virgin Birth no 
part of our personal confession, however, often 
obedience involves us in its public repetition 

2” Dr. Gill has belittled the Virgin Birth as 
“pure chaff and foolishness”. He has followed 
the usual ineffectual line of argument of those 
who wish to impeach the Biblical testimony to 
the Virgin Birth: stressing its appearance in 
but two of the gospels, its omission in the 
epistles, the variations in the accounts given by 
Matthew and Luke. Pressed to defend himself 
against accusations of heresy Dr. Gill has taken 
refuge in such statements as: “I draw a curtain 
of reverent mystery around the birth of Christ.” 
And yet he declares himself to stand squarely in 
the center of Reformed theology and not to have 
abrogated his ordination vows! 

Presbyterian evangelicals in California when 
they learned of Dr. Gill’s authorship of the 
amazing article in the Christian Century took 
action to alert their General Assembly, which 
must confirm the election of denominational 
seminary presidents, to the anomaly of a semi- 
narv head refusing to avow a basic doctrine of 
the church’s creed. The Session of First Pres- 
byterian Church, Glendale, California, me- 
morialized the Assembly on the matter, but the 
stated clerk, Dr. E. C. Blake, returned the com- 
munication, insisting that it must come up to 
the highest court through presbytery. Presby- 
tery’s committee on overtures recommended that 
no action be taken on the Glendale protest at 
the Gill election. Only two presbyters defended 
the Glendale request. The president of the de- 
nominational Board of Christian Education in- 
sisted that the presbytery had no jurisdiction 
in the issue and that the General Assembly 
would go carefully into Dr. Gill's qualifications 
and would reach a decision in accordance with 
the Confession of Faith and the Form of Gov- 
ernment. By a large majority the presbytery 
adopted the “no action” recommendation. 
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We now have the information through the 
public press that the Committee on Theological 
Education recommended unanimously to the 
General Assembly that Dr. Gill’s election be 
confirmed. Sharp exception was taken by several 
commissioners. Said a Seattle minister, “Cer- 
tainly a seminary president should not hesitate 
to say I believe Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary.” A Pittsburgh elder said that all 
Christianity “and the angels in heaven are wait- 
ing to see what we do about this question of 
Dr. Gill who discredits belief in the Virgin 
Birth”. Defenders of Dr. Gill insisted that he 
was not on trial, that he was loyal to the stan- 
dards of the church, that he believes Jesus 
Christ was God incarnate, that some “stout” 
conservatives support Dr. Gill. 

The General Assembly voted overwhelmingly 
to confirm Dr. Gill’s election. 

The obvious moral for Southern Presbyterians 
is that our decision taken in 1954 not to merge 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church was 
eminently wise and indeed demanded. The 
principal issue urged then was the doctrinal is- 
sue. A majority of our presbyteries (twice as 
many as our constitution required on such a 
subject) voted against the merger, and in most 
cases the main argument was the greater pre- 
valence of theological liberalism and doctrinal 
indifference in the Northern Church. To have 
it proved so unmistakably and so publicly that 
our opposition to the merger was soundly based 
is no cause for jov but of bitter sadness, but we 
are compelled to seize the occasion and remind 
ourselves that our action in 1954 was right and 
that our determination to maintain our separate 
denominational existence is to be even strength- 
ened. 

Doubtless we shall hear it urged that belief 
in the Virgin Birth of Christ should not be 
made a test of Presbyterian orthodoxy. To this 
opinion we shall never make concession. The 
integrity and authority of Holy Scripture are 
inexorably bound up with this issue: If our 
Lord was not born of the Virgin Mary, then 
Matthew and Luke are discredited witnesses and 
the Scripture has been broken! We observe al- 
so that there is an intimate connection between 
the Virgin Birth teaching and the sinlessness of 
the human nature of our Lord. Without the 
Virgin Birth we should be left to vain specula- 
tion concerning the manner and true reality 
of the incarnation, of the Word being made 
flesh. Refusing to accept the Virgin Birth we 
would point the finger of suspicion at the pure 
and lovely mother of our Lord. When the 
Virgin Birth is rejected or denied it is, as long, 
sad experience shows, a certain indication of 
grave doctrinal departure at other major points 
of the system of Christian belief. 

Our concern is for the honor of Christ. Our 
concern is for the full authority of the Bible. 
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Our concern is for the faith once tor all de- 
livered to the saints. The action of the Northern 
Presbyterian General Assembly in the case of 
Dr. Theodore A. Gill moves us to the depths: 
our sorrow knows no bounds. 


—R. S. 





Marriage 


The conflict over the subject of divorce, which 
set the rigorist school of Shammai and the lib- 
eral school of Hillel in opposition to each other, 
is well known. It is the view of Hillel that the 
Pharisees present to Jesus (Matt. 19:3-9). They 
ask whether it is lawful, showing that they con- 
sidered marriage and its dissolution to be a mat- 
ter of civil legislation. For the purpose of “test- 
ing” Jesus (the Gospels emphasize this) the 
question was indeed well chosen, for it was to be 
expected that he would be unable to give an 
answer without placing himself at a disadvan- 
tage. If he says Yes, the Pharisees, invoking 
Shammai, will tax him with laxity; while if he 
adopts Shammai’s position, how will he justify 
his leniency towards certain sinners? If he re- 
jects both Hillel and Shammai, and declares 
himself against all divorce, they will be able 
to accuse him of contradicting Moses. 


But Jesus replies that marriage was instituted 
by God, that it is an ordinance of creation 
and not a civil institution. Whoever separates 
those whom God has united by His own crea- 
tion opposes himself to God and His will. He 
reproaches them for a reading of Scripture that 
is both partial and partisan. Besides, Moses 
did not prescribe, but only permitted the dis- 
solving of marriage in a legal manner, and then 
only because of the “Hardness of their hearts.” 
In no way did the permission of Moses modify 
the original intention concerning the per- 
manence of marriage. 


The reply of Jesus shows the unsuspected 
resources of Scripture for him who knows it 
and uses it under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and in accordance with the analogy of 
faith. It points the Christian to the wisdom and 
the profoundness with which he can escape 
from the dilemmas that human casuistry and 
rationalism propound. Let us seek to follow 
the example of the Master, and to do so in the 
same spirit! 

Pierre Ch. Marcel: OUR LORD’S USE OF 
SCRIPTURE. 











“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian | 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Sir: 
Because I trust you to be sincere Christian 


men I am constantly amazed at what is published 
in your weekly issues. 


Why don’t you take as your cause the pro- 
claiming of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the glorious riches of His love? Why don’t 
you refuse to print any article which falls below 
that standard? Why don’t you resolve that your 
journal will be second to none as an instrument 
of good for the cause of the Lord Jesus Chrst? 


Lamar F. Neville 


Rt. 1. 
Martinsburg, W. Va. 





Sir: 

[ want to commend you for the article. (A 
Lowered Morality, May 20 issue). . . . Could I 
get several copies of this issue? 

Mrs. Charles J. Williams 
Jacksonville, Fla. 





Sirs: 

| am disappointed in the Journal because its 
editors are evidently cooperating with the liberals 
to betray the people of God. I do not suggest 
that this is what is commonly known as conscious, 
deliberate, or malicious co-operation, but it is sinful 
and evil nonetheless because it exists. . . 


The issue trumpeted in “Whose Ambas- 
sador?” . . . is a “dead horse” compared with the 
responsibility you men have to testify to your 
people, and to give them pasture from the wolves 
in your denomination This is just the 
complaint I have against Graham . . . What 
about the sins of the modern high priests and 
pharisees against whom his converts should be 
warned? . . . Does the disposition to “keep quiet” 
about the importance of doctrinal issues . . . in- 
dicate that fundamentally you agree with the 
liberals ? 

William H. McDowell 
Philadelphia, Pa. 





Sir: 

Are you going to have an editorial comment 
on the presence of Gill (Dr. Theodore A. Gill, 
featured speaker at the Woman’s Conference) at 
Montreat this summer? 


Rev. W. G. Foster 
Florence S. C. 


Editor's Note—See editorial “With Tongue in 
Cheek” on Page 2, and “The Gill Case” Page 4. 


PAGE 5 





Sir: 

Why do you give so much space to reporting 
Billy Graham’s meetings in Australia? There is 
much other work going on which is worth re- 
porting. 

Charles Stole 
New Orleans, La. 


Editor's Reply—We devote considerable space 
to Mr. Graham’s meetings because we believe 
them of the greatest significance. In a very un- 
usual way Mr. Graham is calling the Church back 
to preaching the necessity of the new Birth. There 
is so much today which goes under the name of 
“evangelism” but is far from it because the central 
theme of preaching to man’s sinfulness and need 
of Christ’s redeeming work is lacking. Mr. 
Graham leaves no room to doubt that “ye must 
be born again” is an imperative, not an elective. 
The large number of Church members who re- 
dedicate their lives to Christ under his ministry 
shows how many today lack assurance because they 
have never faced up to themselves as revealed in 
Scripture. To ignore Mr. Graham’s ministry 
would be to ignore the most significant resurgence 
of evangelical Christianity in this century. 





“Twas a sheep not a lamb that strayed away i 
In the parable Jesus told, 
A grown-up sheep that had gone astray 
From the ninety and nine in the Fold. 


Out on the hillside, out in the cold, 
‘Twas a sheep the good shepherd sought. 
And back to the flock, safe to the fold, 
"Twas a sheep the good shepherd brought. 


And why for the sheep should we earnestly 
long? 
And as earnestly hope and pray. 
Because there is danger—if they go wrong, 
They will lead some lamb astray. 


For the lambs will follow the sheep you know, 
Wherever the sheep may stray. 

(When the sheep go wrong, it will not be long) 
"Til the lambs are as wrong as they. 


And so with the sheep we earnestly plead, 
For the sake of the lambs today; 
If the lambs are lost what a terrible cost 
Some sheep will have to pay! 
oe Meigs 


What Shall he Communicate ? 


by G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


“Communicate” is a word in ancient and hon- 
orable usage in the English language. To most 
people it means to convey thoughts or opinions 
by means of writing or speech. The phrase, 
“Communicating the Gospel,” also has enjoyed 
long and popular acceptance. To most Chris- 
tians it means to “transmit the Message of Good 
News with Power.” But most Christians have 
not thought of “communicate” as a special word, 
glowing with some abstract or existential sig- 
nificance; as a technical term fraught with the- 
ological meaning conveyed by no other word in 
quite the same way. Not, that is, until very 
recently. 


Until a short while ago, “communicate” was 
just one word among many. But no longer. To- 
day, almost overnight, it has become the word in 
Evangelism and in Christian Education. Every- 
one — ministers, educators, theologians — seem 
agreed that the “communication of the Faith” 
most accurately defines the Church’s mission. 
My own denomination, (Presbyterian, U. S.), 
is currently preoccupied with two important in- 
vestigations: one, into the evangelistic task of 
the Church, looking towards our Centennial in 
1961; the other into the educational task of 
the Church, looking towards a “reconstruction 
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of change have enthusiastically adopted ‘“com- 
municate” as the key word in Evangelism and 
Education. Their enthusiasm is due to the fact 
that in this word, at last, they see the possibility 
of a successful mingling of the New with the 
Old. A study of “communication” in the modern 
manner will disclose Rationalism or Revelation, 


of the philosophy of Christian Education.” Most 
of the literature appearing on these subjects 


(from which I shall take all of the quotations 


in this article) has been devoted to defining the 
task of “communication.” That the task is one 
of “communication” has been universally taken 
for granted. 


A Shift of Theology 


What's wrong with that? It depends upon 


what’s being taken for granted. If “communi- 
cate” is being used in a new sense, perhaps it 
should be examined carefully before it is taken 
for granted. And that is precisely the point. 
“Communicate” is being used in a new sense. 
A new theology, offered in a form more palat- 
able than any other recent novelty scheme, and 
designed to supplant the old, is being laid be- 
fore the Church. 


romeo = 


Across the Church, the perennial proponents y 
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whichever you preter, to the complete satistac- 
tion of the proponents of either, depending on 
the interpretation placed upon what is being 
said. My desire is to show how “communicating 
the Faith” may not mean “communicating the 
Gospel” at all. 


To begin with, the context in which “com- 
municate” most often and most insistently ap- 
pears today almost never requires an interpreta- 
tion meaning the “transference of thoughts or 
ideas.” You seldom read of “communicating 
the Truth,” or of “communicating the Gospel.” 
You read, instead, of “communicating power,’ 
“communicating Christian attitudes,” or of “com- 
municating man’s true integrity,” in addition 
to the general phrase, “communicating the 
Faith.” This “communication” includes speak- 
ing or writing in only the most incidental way. 
Words may be involved, but they are not in 
every case necessary. 


In the process of “communication,” one may 
effectively impart an attitude, for instance, by 
the exercise of that attitude alone, without 
speaking. 


To illustrate the “communication” of atti- 
tudes without words as basic to the “communica- 
tion of the Faith,” (non-verbal “communication” 
it is called) one author recently used an illustra- 
tion from the life of the composer Beethoven. 
Seeking to console his friend, Madame Ert- 
mann, in the death of a child, the compose) 
sat down at the piano in her presence and 
played music for an hour. Through the music 
she was “told all that she needed to know” for 
consolation. Such a service, the author went on 
to say, is rendered by the devoted minister whose 
life speaks more to the point of the Gospel than 
all of his sermons. 


The mission of the Church, according to this 
author, is the “communication” of its vital life- 
force in a manner illustrated by the story. By 
this he meant that the Church must “pass on ” 
to the world that primary attitude which is 
Christianity’s identifying attribute: Love. Love 
is a divine attribute. In their un-evangelized 
state, human beings are characterized by a lack 
of Love. The transference of this divine at- 
tribute to men is the basic task of Evangelism 
and the emergence of Love in the hearts of men 
is the Christian experience of conversion. 


Now the greater part of the “communication” 
of Love, in the new definition, is frankly “non- 
verbal.” You and I learn the meaning of Love— 
another Christian educator explains—not so 
much from our mother’s words of tender endear- 
ment as from her loving acts of tender care. The 
Christian Faith is “learned” the same way. We 
who have experienced the Love of God “com- 
municate” the same by loving: in acts of grace 
and compassion that reach and melt unloving 
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hearts. Our attitudes, he said, are the “very 
life force” of the redemptive community which 
“communicates man’s true integrity” through 
the concern of its parts, or members, for those 
outside. 


Truth and Love 


In short, “communication” is first of all 
demonstration. We “communicate” by actively 
expressing the things to be “communicated,” in 
this case, Love. But one wonders whether any 
attitude, by itself, can mediate the saving power 
of God. In other words, one wonders if the 
Samaritan could have brought Salvation to the 
man who fell among the thieves by what he 
did for him in the way. Love needs to be identi- 
fied and authenticated. One must know whose 
love and what love, before one’s heart can re- 
spond. If I am deep in grief and a Christian 
comes and puts his arms lovingly about me; 
and he is followed by a Buddhist monk in his 
saffron robes who also puts his arms lovingly 
about me: what “love” is “communicated”? Per- 
haps the saffron robes will intrigue me the more 
and I will judge his love to be superior! Or — 
and this is often the point of the new theology 
— it matters not whether the comforter be a 
Buddhist or a Christian: where Love appears, 
it is of God. 


But the Bible gives priority (if we may be al- 
lowed to speak foolishly for purpose of clarifi- 
cation) to the Truth over Love. The Truth 
of God is not attained by expressing Love, how- 
ever genuine: rather the Love of God is shed 
abroad in our hearts by the Truth of the Gos- 
pel. We do not first love God that we may 
come to know Him; we rather learn of God 
that we may come to love Him. We do not 
disciple the nations by “communicating” in- 
tegrity: we rather preach the Truth in Love, 
which Truth the Holy Spirit uses as His means 
of Grace to bring redemption. 


Communication and Identification 


To hurry on, “communication” in the modern 
manner is not only the demonstration of the 
thing “communicated,” it is also an identifica- 
tion, both of the messenger with his message 
and of the messenger with the intended receiver 
of the message. One cannot “communicate” 
anything in which he is not personally involved. 


So far so good. And it may be well to pause 
and say that the principle of “identification,” 
as it refers to one’s personal involvement in his 
mission, has received particular attention in 
connection with recent studies of the Church’s 
world-wide missionary obligation. For a num- 
ber of years, most denominational Mission 
boards have been studying ways and means of 
better relating their missionaries to the peoples 
among whom they work. The nationalist spirit 
spreading throughout most of the world has 
brought “foreigners” under criticism almost 
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everywhere. Missionaries have been criticized 
for their “compound” living: their alleged dis- 
inclination to become personally “identified” 
with their people. The incongruity of an Ameri- 
can-style home built by a missionary in the 
middle of a Japanese village, for instance, repre- 
sents an issue taken up with the utmost gravity 
by Councils and Boards. 


Out of the debate has grown an obsession for 
“identification” in all evangelistic and educa- 
tional endeavor. Like obsession, this one con- 
tains a strong element of validity. But like every 
radical application of theory, this one goes far 
beyond the truth. Here is frankly existential 
ingredient, in the theology of “communication.” 
It is of two kinds: 


First, the messenger must “identify” himself 
with his message. ““To communicate the truth,” 
another recent author quotes the Danish ex- 
istentialist, Kierkegaard, “one must be the 
Truth.” The widening radiance of the Incarna- 
tion, he said, depends upon our being an exten- 
sion of the Incarnation. Only as we are Christ 
to others will we be able to “communicate” 
Christ to them. The Church is a “redemptive 
community in which we, ourselves, are its very 
life force.” 

Now we acknowledge that one who would 
lead another to Christ cannot lead him any 
farther than he himself has been. But this recent 
identification of the messenger with his message 
is something else again. It is at best a mild 
sort of blasphemy; at worst it is pantheism. One 
is never himself the Truth. Even Paul con- 
sidered himself the “chief of sinners” to the end 
of his life. This view overlooks the separate 
personality of the Holy Spirit. In it, “spirit” 
is only a characteristic of man’s nature, namely 
his true “integrity.” 

In this new theology, the Christian “spirit” 
is not that Holy Spirit who, in the words of 
Symeon the New theologian (11th C), “without 
mingling and being lost in my being has become 
one spirit with me; who, though remaining God 
high above all, has become everything in all 
things for me.” The modern religionist thinks 
of the Christian’s possessions as an “attitude,” 
such as cheerfulness, which is “catching” but 
which certainly is not going to be caught unless 
the “messenger” is first himself cheerful. This 
is the “identification” he is talking about. 


Secondly, the messenger must “identify” him- 
self with the people to whom he seeks to “com- 
municate” his message. This, you will readily 
see, is what the discussions in missions policy 
have been about. The Evangelist or the Edu- 
cator must “‘sit where the people sit,” to quote 
the technique of Ezekiel. He must start by 
“finding people where they are, by entering in- 
to the depths of human experience with them, 
whether of joy, sorrow or despair.” 
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As another writer put it, “The ‘going’ to those 
who are separated from the Good News is not 
simply a geographical movement from one place 
to another; the ‘go’ in the evangelistic mission 
is finally a spiritual movement more than a 
spatial one.” It is an entering into the thoughts 
and experiences of those to whom we go that we 
may “see things from their point of view in 
order to earn the right to be heard.” 


You can readily see how a good idea can be 
taken too far. This author goes on to elaborate: 
“The word of the Good News becomes more 
than a statement of speech; (in our identifica- 
tion with the people), it becomes a deed, an 
event wherein is demonstrated the love which 
is the mark of the Church.” (There’s that at- 
titude again!) Another leaves no doubt: “True 
communication is not like shouting at the top 
of one’s voice in the hope of compelling your 
hearers to believe. For this is merely an art of 
manipulation and cannot lead to an inward per- 
sonal decision. Nor can the communicator hope 
to convince men by standing on some lofty 
pedestal or high pulpit even if he is fervently 
saving: “Thus saith the Lord!’” 


Thus is the “foolishness of preaching” sum- 
marily dismissed. 


The Neglected Means of Grace 

The point I wish to emphasize is that the the- 
ology does not see the Word of God as the 
primary means of Grace and the preaching of 
the Word as the way the Holy Spirit convicts 
men of sin unto Salvation. In the final analysis, 
this theology contains no supernatural reference 
at all. If any kind of a doctrine of the means of 
Grace remains, it is one which circumscribes 
“Love” as the heart of Christian “power.” And 
as I mentioned a moment ago, this “Love’’ is 
largely an “attitude.” One certainly cannot 
preach an “attitude:” one must demonstrate it. 
If you want people to be cheerful, you don’t 
stand on a pulpit and proclaim cheerfulness. 
You mingle among the people, on their level, 
demonstrating your own cheerfulness, hoping 
that they will “catch” it. 


This is a new theology. It isn’t new in history, 
for it reflects the 19th Century Rationalism in 
many ways. It is the same old substitution of 
attitudes and techniques for content — the sub- 
stitution of human influence for divine Power, 
of behavior patterns for regeneration, of reason 
for Revelation, of works for Grace and of man 
for God — that the Church has had to contend 
with for the last couple of hundred years. In 
effect, it substitutes a refined psychology for 
supernatural Reality. 


But this time the ideas have been framed in 
a pattern which effectively hurdles one major 
stumbling block which stood in the path of the 
older liberalism: that of sin. The idea of ‘“com- 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 






























munication” leaves room for man to be helpless 
in his condition: he cannot be taught or en- 
couraged, alone, to change. What man needs 
cannot be “learned” or “developed” in the old 
liberal sense, for the new theology recognizes 
man as a sinner. What man needs must be 
“caught.” (You will recognize this as a very 
credible compromise with the Biblical doctrine 
of conversion). Man’s nature must be changed. 
(He isn’t cheerful, he must become cheerful). 
We, who have found newness of life, must “‘com- 
municate” our integrity in the manner described 
above. 


Message on the Margin 


What of any message? Does the “communica- 
tion of the Faith” include no message? Indeed it 
does. But the message is not primary. Having 
loved someone into a changed attitude and 
identified ourselves with him, we then “proclaim 
what God has done.” Now this “proclamation” 
may be almost anything, depending upon the 
point of view of the “communicator.” It may 
even be the true, power-filled Gospel of Salva- 
tion, if the “communicator” is a preacher of that 
kind of Gospel who hasn’t yet apprehended the 
intricate, subtle pitfalls inherent in a theory of 
Evangelism which follows the above sequence 
of priorities. 


On the other hand, if the “communicator” is 
an informed advocate of the new theology, he 
means something else again by “proclaiming 
what God has done.” Insofar as the message is 
a “gospel,” it is the good news to the world that 
it (the whole world) and all mankind already 
stand in a new relation to God on account of 
Christ. This now is a “saved” world, a “re- 
deemed” world, in which too many people still 
languish in a state of spiritual misery because 
they don’t know it. Man needs to be “com- 
mitted” and the “gospel” proclaims that God 
has established a claim upon His world which 
will result in even greater blessings to all who 
learn of His claim and who orient themselves 
accordingly. “Jesus deposited salvation paid in 
full to every man’s account. But it is no good 
to him unless somebody tells him it is there.” 
Says an author, 


“A Christian missionary is not trying to 
‘change’ people so much as he is trying to make 
them aware that they really are in the new 
relationship. He is not so much trying to recon- 
cile men to God and to each other, as he is 
letting people know that they have been recon- 
ciled.” 


The element missing here is the very heart 
of Salvation, the doctrine of regeneration. True 
Gospel proclaims that men are lost without 
Christ and that to be found they must be made 
over. This, the essentially rationalistic phil- 
osophy of “communication” denies. Men are un- 
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informed, uncommitted, needing to attain their 
true integrity, but not really needing to be re- 
generated or born again! 


The new theology offers a splendid program 
for winning friends and influencing people on 
the human level according to good psychologi- 
cal principles. To win a friend you must be a 
friend. To dispel enmity, you must show an un- 
derstanding spirit and listen with sincere in- 
terest. To influence people, you must become 
one with them, otherwise they will resent your 
implied superiority. 

But all of this is preliminary to the work of 
Evangelism. After you have won a friend and 
gained a sympathetic hearing, then you begin 
the work of Evangelizing. And to win a lost 
sinner to Christ you must go beyond the “com- 
municating’” described above. You use your 
own personal testimony and the Word of God 
as the Sword of the Spirit, to convict of sin, to 
lead to repentance and to that acceptance of 
Jesus as Saviour which regenerates the sinner. 
Music may charm for the moment but only the 
Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper 
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit. 


We must “communicate the Gospel” indeed. 
But Christianity is not “caught,” like a case of 
measles, by simple exposure. Christianity is 
caught when the Holy Spirit enters the heart 
convicted of sin by the Preaching of the Word. 
Preaching is essential to the evangelistic and 
the educational process, from whatever place 
of authority (pulpit or teacher’s desk) with a 
ringing “thus saith the Lord!” In particular, 
the educational task of the Church is to create 
something within people by teaching something 


to people... 


From the Word of God! For the preaching— 
or teaching — process is the divinely appointed 
Means of Grace unto salvation for everyone that 
believes. 

Reprinted from Christianity Today 
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TWIN RESPONSIBILITIES OF EDUCATION 
AND EVANGELISM EXAMINED 


On pages 6-9 of this issue a challenging article 
appears. Reprinted from CHRISTIANITY TO- 
DAY, the article is entitled “Communicate .. . 
What?” It clarifies for everyone to understand, 
the difference between the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and modern substitutes bearing the “form 
of godliness without the power thereof.” 

This article is of particular importance at 
this juncture in our Church’s life. JOURNAL 
readers are urged to study it carefully. 





— NOTICE TO JOURNAL READERS — 


At this very moment, both the Board of Educa- 
tion and the Division of Evangelism of our 
Church are studying their respective responsibil- 
ities in the area covered by the foregoing article. 
In the first instance, new literature to guide our 
total educational program is being prepared by 
competent committees. In the second instance, 
the total evangelistic interest of the Church is 
being solicited for a denomination-wide em- 
phasis in 1961. In a very real sense, our Church 
stands, today, at one of the most important 
crossroads in its history. 


Both of the agencies involved have called up- 
on the Church at large for expressions of opin- 
ion, and of support. Both, in other words, have 
asked to hear from you. 


These agencies are hearing from one quarter 
of the Church loud and clear. “Experts,” trained 
in Biblical criticism, educated in psychology 
and organized for ecumenicity would make them 
believe, if they could, that their’s is the voice 
of Christ and His Church. From the liberal 
religious press and many pulpits, influential 
and persuasive pressures seek to convince our 
agencies that they must break with the historic, 
Reformed theology, because it is “outdated.” 


If no voice is raised to the contrary, then our 
agencies will have reason to assume that what 
they hear is indeed the Voice of the Church. 
We hope that JOURNAL. readers will study 
the issue, and let the Board of Education and 
the Division of Evangelism hear from them. 
Just a card will do, indicating your desire to 
see the pure Gospel of Christ untampered with 
and the Bible returned to its former pedestal 
in Education and Evangelism. 


Additional reprints of this article are avail- 
able. 
The Editors 


The Distinctives of The Reformation 


By Floyd E. Hamilton 


Today we are celebrating Reformation Sun- 
day. But if I were to ask each one of you to tell 
me what is distinctive about Protestantism in 
comparison with Roman Catholicism, I wonder 
how many of you could tell me. Recently the 
Roman Catholic Church selected a new pope. 
The newspapers and television and radio were 
full of the pomp and ceremony that surrounded 
the funeral of the preceding pope and the selec- 
tion of this new pope, John XXIII. The free 
publicity that accompanied these events is some- 
thing that protestantism never gets, though 
Catholics are in a minority in America. Are we 
Protestants simply because our forefathers were 
Protestants? Why should we not go back into 
the Roman Catholic Church which claims to be 
the only true church? 


Things In Common 


In the first place we should not be blind to 
the fact that a great many of the doctrines of 
the Roman church are the doctrines of Protes- 
tantism. In many respects we have more in com- 
mon with the Roman Catholics than with the 
Modernists who deny the chief doctrines of the 
Christian church. The Roman Catholics be- 
lieve in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
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Spirit. They believe in the essential deity of our 
Lord. They believe in the Virgin Birth of 
Christ. They believe in the bodily resurrection 
of Christ. They believe in the atoning death of 
Christ on the cross. They believe that the Bible 
is the Word of God. They believe that there is 
a coming judgment day, and that Christ is com- 
ing again. They believe in heaven and in hell, 
and in the real personality of Satan. They be- 
lieve that men are sinners and that they need sal- 
vation. In fact they believe in some of the distinc- 
tive doctrines of the Presbyterians. They be- 
lieve in the Sovereignty of God and in election. 
As we recite these doctrines which we have in 
common with Roman Catholicism, the thought 
may well come to some minds: what is there 
to Christianity? If we have all these things in 
common, why not unite with the Roman Cath- 
olic Church? 


The Source of Authority 


If Protestantism is to survive, and if it is 
worth preserving, then Protestants must under- 
stand clearly what is distinctive about Protes- 
tantism and why an intelligent Protestant could 
never become a Roman Catholic. The first 
distinctive of Protestantism is one which is not 
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commonly understood, yet it is really basic to 
all the other distinctives of Protestantism. It 
concerns the source of authority in the church. 
Protestantism believes that the Old and New 
Testaments constitute the only rule of faith and 
practice, and the only ultimate authority for the 
Christian. The Roman Catholics, it is true, be- 
lieve that the Bible is the Word of God, but 
they deny that it is the only rule of faith and 
practice. They have another source of authority, 
the pronouncements of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and specifically the authority of the 
pope. Not only do they accept the Apocrypha 
as part of the Word of God; but also whenever 
there is a conflict between what the Bible 
teaches and what the Roman Catholic Church 
teaches, the authority of the Roman hierarchy, 
and specifically the pope, is supreme. It is not 
sufficient for the Protestant to point out the 
various teachings of the Roman Catholic Church 
such as purgatory, the prayers to the saints and 
to Mary, penance, the mass, the confessional and 
various other doctrines which are not taught 
in the Word of God. The Roman Catholic will 
not be at all impressed by that fact that they are 
contrary to the Bible. He believes them because 
the church teaches them and he believes that 
the pope is the vicar of Christ on earth and has 
the right to legislate for the whole church and 
declare to be true doctrines which are contrary 
to the Bible. 


One of the great perils of Protestantism today 
is the danger that they will accept the claim 
that the church has a right to assert a doctrine 
that is contrary to the teaching of the Bible, 
and enforce it upon all the members. In our 
own church there is a tendency to think that 
when the General Assembly makes a pronounce- 
ment it must be obeyed by each church member 
as though it were the clear teaching of the 
Bible itself. If Protestantism is to survive we 
must understand and believe that the Bible 
as found in the Old and New Testament is the 
only rule of faith and practice. Our reverence 
for the authority of the General Assembly must 
never be the same as our reverence for the Bible 
as the Word of God. The courts of our church 
should only be obeyed as long as the pronounce- 
ments of the courts are in harmony with the 
teachings of the Bible. The moment we fail 
to recognize that basic principle, we uncon- 
sciously accept the principle that the church is 
the ultimate source of authority for Christians. 


The Way of Salvation 


The second distinctive of the Protestant 
church is perhaps the most important for every 
Christian because it concerns the way of salva- 
tion. Protestants believe in justification through 
faith in Christ alone, not through obedience 
to Christ or good works. Roman Catholics be- 
lieve salvation comes through faith in Christ and 
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good works. It is easy to become confused at 
this point. We do not teach that if we are saved 
and do not need to live a good life, we teach 
that if we do not want to obey the Bible com- 
mands, there is no evidence that our faith in 
Christ is sincere. We are not saved because we 
obey the commands of the Bible, but we obey 
or try to obey the commands of the Bible be- 
cause we sincerely believe in Christ and want to 
please him. 


Now this is entirely different from the teach- 
ing of the Roman Catholic Church regarding 
the way of salvation. They teach that we are 
saved through faith and obedience. They deny 
justification through faith in Christ alone. That 
was the crux of the dispute between Luther and 
the Roman Catholic Church. When Luther 
nailed his theses to the door of the church it was 
to deny that indulgences could forgive sins or 
that salvation could come through anything else 
except faith in Christ alone. This is the heart 
of the difference between Protestantism and 
Romanism today. It is important that we under- 
stand this point clearly, because the Protestant 
Church many times teaches that good character, 
good works, obedience to the commandments 
or some other meritorious work is the real base 
for salvation, not merely faith in Jesus Christ 
and his atoning work. Whenever such teach- 
ings enters the Protestant churches, they are 
essentially accepting the Romanist position of 
synergism, namely, salvation by faith and works. 
The point of salvation through faith alone is 
the heart of Christianity. Paul in Galatians pro- 
nounced a curse on any other teaching that we 
must do something else in order to be saved. In 
his day the Judaizers wanted the Galatians to be 
circumcized and obey the law of Moses in order 
to be saved. In our day the Romanists and 
some Protestants teach that we are saved by 
faith plus good works. This is the fundamental 
distinctive of Protestantism after the belief in 
the Bible as the only rule of faith and practice. 
We are saved and justified only through faith 
in Christ, not through faith and something else 
whatever that else may be. This is the most 
important point in all the teachings of Protest- 
antism. 


The Priesthood of Believers 


The third distinctive of Protestantism is 
the universal priesthood of believers. That 
means that we do not need a priest, the Virgin 
Mary or saints to mediate between man and 
God. The Roman Church teaches that the 
church alone has the power to forgive sins. That 
power is vested in the priesthood. That is what 
the claim that Christ gave Peter and his suc- 
cessors the keys to the kingdom of heaven, really 
means. The Bible teaches that there is only 
one mediator between God and man, Christ 
Jesus. The Bible teaches that Christ alone can 
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forgive sins, and that every true believer can 
approach God directly in prayer and receive 
forgiveness of his sins, because Christ alone is 
the great high priest, and every believer is a true 
under-priest, able to come directly to God in 
prayer through Christ the only high priest, and 
mediator. 


Basic Differences 


Now all the other points of difference be- 
tween Protestants and Catholics stem from these 
basic distinctives. Everything that is not taught 
in the Word of God is to be rejected, and every- 
thing contrary to the Word of God written is 
to be rejected. We do not need to do penance 
because Christ’s atonement was sufficient. We 
regard the Mass as blasphemy because it teaches 
that the priest sacrifices Christ again and again 
in that ceremony. The Bible teaches that 
Christ’s death was once for all, the final and 
complete sacrifice for sin. We reject prayers 
to the Virgin and saints because there is only 
one mediator. We reject all the acts of penance 
because we believe in the justification of the 
believer through faith alone in the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ. 


These three basic distinctives must be under- 
stood and clearly held: (1) The Bible as the 
only rule of faith and practice. (2) Justifica- 
tion through faith in the atoning work of 
Christ as the only way of salvation. (3) The 
universal priesthood of all believers who need 
no other priest except the great High Priest, 
Jesus Christ. Do you understand this and be- 
lieve it? If you do you can understand why we 
can never become Roman Catholics. There can 
be no compromise on these points. But believ- 
ing in them with our minds is not enough. We 
must live these teachings and show our faith by 
our lives. 
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Studies In The Wes 








minster Presbyterian Standards 


By Morton H. Smith, 


wen College, Jackson, Mississippi 


Now in the Netherlands for special study on Scholarship from our Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Ed- 


ucation. HBD 


STUDY Ill 
, OF HOLY SCRIPTURE 


C. The Properties of Scripture. 


In addition to the necessity of Scripture which 
was treated in paragraph 1, and the defining 
quality, inspiration, which was treated in para- 
graph 2 and 3, the Standards set forth three 
more distinct properties of Scripture. 


1. The Authority of Scripture paragraphs 4-5. 

It is because the writers of the Standards be- 
lieved that the Bible was authoritative as a 
rule of faith and life that thev spent much time 
and effort in studying and writing the Standards. 
The question may well be asked: “What is the 
basis of such authority?” As paragraph 4 clear- 
ly states, the answer to this question lies in the 
fact that the Standards view the Author of the 
Bible as none other than God Himself. And 
God speaks with absolute authority whenever 
and however He speaks. Negatively, the source 
of authority of the Bible is not to be found in 
any man or church, but in God Himself. 


This is not to say that the Church may not 
point to the authority of Scripture, for 
certainly she should, but on the other hand, it 
is not because the Church says so that we ac- 
cept the Bible as the Word of God. Again we 
do not come to the full persuasion of this by 
an examination of the perfections of Scripture, 
which are very real and true perfections. The 
Bible in these perfections does testify to its 
being the word of God, but the writers of the 
Standards, being fully aware of the sinful na- 
ture of man and the inherent inability of man 
in his natural condition to please God, indi- 
cate that even the perfections of the Scripture 
cannot give us a full persuasion and assurance 
of the divine authority thereof. This rests rather 
upon the internal work of the Holy Spirit, 
who bears witness by and with the Scriptures 
in the heart of man that the Bible is the very 
word of God. In thinking about this fact, we 
should make a very careful distinction. It is 
the fact that the Holy Spirit does not make 
the Bible to become the Word of God by this 
internal witness. He has already made the Bible 
to be the objective Word of God by His work 
of inspiration. It is the Word of God, whether 
or not we ever become persuaded of its truth. 





JUNE 10, 1959 


The recent theology of the school known as 
the ‘““Neo-orthodox” makes this error. It main- 
tains that the Bible becomes the Word of God 
for us, as we read it and apply it to ourselves. 
The danger of such a view is the fact that the 
individual makes the Bible what he wants it 
to be. It comes to be a matter of every man 
for himself. No objective Standard is found for 
the doctrine of the Church. The historic posi- 
tion of the Westminster Standards is that the 
Bible is the objective Word, because it is the 
very Word of God, which He Himself has au- 
thorized through human instrumentality by im- 
mediate inspiration. 


The internal witness of the Spirit then is not 
adding more authority to the Word, but simply 
persuading us of the already existing authority 
of it, which rests on its inspiration. It is not 
further inspiration, but simply a special work 
of witnessing to the hearts of men to the effect 
that the Bible is true, that it is God’s Word. 
Chapter XVI, par. 1, repeats this same thought. 
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2. The Sufficiency of Scripture—Paragraph 6. 

The Confession moves on to speak of the per- 
fection or completeness of Scripture. It is com- 
plete and sufficient for the purpose unto which 
God gave it, not that it gives us all truth about 
all subjects, or even all religious truth. For the 
purpose of giving “all things necessary for His 
own glory, man’s salvation, faith and life” it is 
completely sufficient. 


It is not maintained that every single duty 
of man is explicitly set down in the Bible, but 
that all is either expressly set down or may by 
good and necessary inference be derived from 
Scripture. Here we see the great wisdom of 
the writers of the Confession, for they saw and 
recognized full well that not every individual 
case is explicitly covered in the Bible, but that 
there are to be found in the Bible basic prin- 
ciples of faith and practice which may in turn 
be applied to every case. The phase “by good 
and necessary” inference implies the fact that 
there is a proper place for the use of reason in 
studying and applying the Bible to our lives. 
To limit ourselves to only the express state- 
ments of Scripture is to be too mechanical in 
our use of the Scripture. 


Note that because the Bible is thus com- 
pletely sufficient, and because it is the very 
Word of God, nothing is to be added to it nor 





PAGE 13 


taken from it. In connection with this we 
should observe that in Chapter XVIII, par 1, 
the good works that the Christian is to do are only 
those which God has commanded in His Word. 
It contains not only enough to serve as the au- 
thoritative rule of life, but also all that is to 
be laid as authoritative law of life on the con- 
science of Christians. No matter how pious 
an act may be, if not commanded by Scripture, 
or deducible by good and necessary inference 
from Scripture, it cannot be considered binding 
on the Christian. 


God and God alone is the Lord of the con- 
science. He has given in His Word our only 
rule of faith and practice, and given us freedom 
of conscience regarding all matters not in the 
Word or contrary to it. To do such things as a 
matter of conscience is to betray our liberty of 
conscience. (See Chapter XXII, par 2) 


One or two further things need to be noted 
in the matter of the sufficiency of Scripture. 
The first is that the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit is necessary to bring the light of salvation 
to the heart of man. Here again we see the 
Standards recognizing the inability of man to 
do, on his own, the will of God, and the ab- 
solute need of the work of the Holy Spirit upon 
His heart if he is to accept the Gospel by faith. 


The last part of paragraph 6 does speak of 
the fact that some things are left to the descre- 
tion of man, but even here nothing is to be 
added. 

3. The Perspicuity or Clarity of Scripture. 


If the Scriptures are authoritative, and suf- 
ficient for our knowledge of salvation, there is 
one other property that must be considered. It 
is the question of whether or not the Bible is 
clear enough for everyone to understand. The 
Confession admits that not all of the Bible is 
equally clear, but it does affirm that all those 
things necessary to be known, believed and ob- 
served for salvation are so clearly set forth in 
the Scripture in one place or another that even 
the unlearned man, if he makes a proper use 
of the ordinary means of study and understand- 
ing, may come to a sufficient understanding for 
salvation. In referring to the use of ordinary 
means, the idea of the necessity of an infallible 
church is ruled out. So also are all special rev- 
elations or “inner lights.” True, the inward 
illumination of the Holy Spirit is needed, but 
this is not new revelation. The ordinary means, 
imply that the Bible is to be interpreted by or- 
dinary rules for the interpretation of any litera- 
ture. 

D. The Use of Scripture. 
1. The Original Form and Transmission of 
par. 8. 


Having set forth the basic properties of the 
Scripture, the last part of the chapter deals with 
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the use of Scripture. First of all, the Confession 
makes it clear that the Bible in translation that 
is not our final authority, or t he direct result of 
immediate inspiration. Rather it is the original 
Scripture in the Hebrew and the Greek. We 
might add to the statement of the standards 
here the Arabic, since there are a few passages 
in the Old Testament that seem to have been 
originally in the Arabic. But even without this 
detail the Confession’s teaching is perfectly clear. 
It is the original Scripture that is the directly in- 
spired Word. This and this alone is the final 
authority and judge in matters of controversy. 


In answer to the question of whether or not 
we have the originals, the Confession affirms 
that God has providentially preserved the purity 
of His Word down through all the ages. This 
is not to say that any single manuscript has been 
preserved with the perfect text, but rather that 
the purity of the text has been preserved in the 
great mass of the manuscripts, so as to be out 
of the reach of the Church. 

2. Right and Duty and Adequacy of Trans- 
lations. 


Due to the universal nature of the Gospel, 
being for all peoples of every nation, and also 
to the fact that not all peoples can be expected 
to know the original languages, it is not only 
the right of the Church to make translations of 
the Scriptures into every language, but also 
the duty of the Church to do so. Furthermore 
it is asserted that such translations are adequate 
for instruction in proper worship, and _ suf- 
ficient to give hope to all. 


3. The Only Rule of Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture. 


\s to just how the Bible is to be interpreted, 
the Confession is completely clear that only the 
Bible itself is the infallible rule of interpreta- 
tion. In other words, when at one point there 
may be some question as to just what a passage 
may mean or teach, then it is our duty to com- 
pare and examine this text in the light of the 
whole of Scripture in order to understand it 
properly. This brings us to a very important 
truth, that is stated here just in a parenthesis, 
namely, that the Scripture ultimately has only 
one sense, on any particular teaching. This is 
in direct contrast to the modern attitude of 
tolerance for all views as being equally valid. 


If, as the Confession states, all the Bible comes 
from God, then ultimately the truth in that 
Book will be of a unity, for God Himself is One 
and not divided. He will not contradict Him- 
self, and so His Word cannot and will not be 
self-contradictory. Thus when we find dif- 
ferences of interpretation in the Church on 
particular matters, it is not enough to say that 
both are equally valid for different people. 
Rather it should be our duty to make a careful 
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study of the matter to try to determine the whole 
teaching of the Word of this doctrine. Granted 
that there may still remain real differences be- 
tween men on many matters, we do need to 
recognize that the Bible itself does not teach 
contradictions on the same question. We should 
make the practice in our Bible study of com- 
paring Scripture with Scripture in order to 
know its true teaching on all things. 


The final paragraph of the Confession carries 
this principle into the matters of controversy 
and indicates that it is God Himself, who has 
spoken in the Word who is the final Judge in 
all such questions. How we need to relearn this 
truth in the Church today! All too often we 
hear the argument that the Church needs to 
keep up with the times, that we need to rethink 
the old doctrines of the Church. This is con- 
trary to the idea that God has spoken once and 
for all and given us a finally authoritative Word 
in the Scriptures. 

True we may need to rephrase some things 
in the modern vernacular, but it is not to be 
done on any other basis than that of what the 
Scripture has said. The Scriptures are in the 
last analysis the final test of all other sources of 
truth, for it is in the Scripture that we have God’s 
own Word of Special Revelation given to us, 
and because it is God’s Word it is final and 
authoritative. 


Observations and Questions. 


A. Summation observations: 


1. The defining quality of Scripture is in- 
spiration, whereby God has caused the Scriptures 
to be written in such a way that they are His 
own Word. The Confession speaks of our prop- 
erties of Scripture: 


a. Necessity—for us to know the plan of 
salvation. 


b. Sufficiency—for the purpose of display- 
ing the plan of salvation. 


c. Clarity—clear enough in basic teachings 
for all to understand. 


d. Authority—absolutely final and authori- 
tative because it is God’s Word. 


2. The uses to which Scriptures are to be put 
are based upon this view of the Word. 


B. Questions. 


1. Are all the Scriptures authoritative in all 
matters on which they speak? 


2. Upon what does the authority of Scripture 
depend? 


3. Can this authority ever be rejected? 
!. Do we make the Bible to be the Word of 


God as we read it? 
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Can we come to faith in the Bible as the 
Word of God in and of ourselves? 


wt 


6. What do we speak of when we say the 
Bible has the property of clarity? 


7. How can we know the will of God? 


8. Is there any special revelation for us to- 
day outside of the Bible? 


9. Can translations of Scripture be trusted? 
How far? 


10. What is the one infallible rule of interpre- 
tation of Scripture? 


IV. Aids for further study. 


For a treatment of the various properties of 
Scripture considered in this lesson, we would 
recommend the study of the various commen- 
taries on the Confession and the general theo- 
logical works listed at the end of the introduc- 
tion. 
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Sin And Its Consequences 


By The Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 


When persons become members of the Presby- 
terian Church they are asked five questions. 
The first one is this: “Do you acknowledge 
yourselves to be sinners in the sight of God, 
justly deserving his displeasure, and without 
hope save in His sovereign mercy?” When we 
are thinking about becoming members of the 
church, we ought to know what all these ques- 
tions mean. This first one has to do with sin 
and what sin does in the lives of people. 
WHAT IS SIN? 


Sin is going against God’s will and God’s 
way. God has told us what He wants us to do. 
His laws show us the kind of people we should 
be. God makes known His will and His way in 
His law. Sin, then, is the breaking of the law 
of God. “Whosoever committeth sin trans- 
gresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression 
of the law”. I John 3:4. There are two ways 
of breaking, or transgressing, the law: (1) by 
failing to do what the law requires, and (2) by 
actually doing what the law forbids. A man 
who does not pay his taxes is violating the law 
because he does not do what the law requires. 
The man who drives fifty miles an hour in a 
thirty-five-mile-an-hour speed zone is also vio- 
lating the law because he does what the law for- 
bids. We violate God’s laws in the same ways. 
Paul said, “For the good that I would, I do not: 
but the evil which I would not, that I do.” Ro- 
mans 7:19. 

Another thing we need to know about sin 
is that it is all against God. Some of our sins 
may be displeasing and harmful to other people, 
but they are all displeasing to God. After David 
had committed a very serious evil against a man 
and his wife he prayed to God, “Against thee, 
thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in 
thy sight”. Psalm 51:4. Romans 8:7 tells us 
that the person with a sinful mind is actually 
God’s enemy. The Bible indicates how terrible 
sin is when it says of God, “Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on 
iniquity.” Habakkuk 1:13. Sin is so bad that 
God cannot look on it. 


WHO DOES SIN AFFECT? 

Sin has touched and damaged the life of every 
person who has ever lived except one, and that 
was the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us 
very clearly that all are sinners and that all have 
sinned. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” I John 1:8. 
“For there is not a just man upon earth, that 
doeth good, and sinneth not.” Ecclesiastes 7:20. 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.” Romans 3.23. The Scriptures 
leave no room for doubt. We are all sinners. 
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Not only does the Bible tell us that we are 
sinners in the sight of God, but our consciences 
tell us the same thing. When we honestly ex- 
amine our own thoughts, words, and actions, 
we know that we are not nearly as good as we 
ought to be. In John 8:3-9 we read about some 
men who thought they were quite good until 
Jesus made them examine their own lives, and 
then they were “convicted by their own con- 
science’”’. 

WHERE DOES SIN LEAD? 

Sin always leads to death. “The wages of sin 
is death.” “Romans 6:23. “Wherefore, as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned.” “Romans 5:12. Death came to 
our first parents, Adam and Eve, because of 
their sin of disobedience. All of their descen- 
dents have been sinners and deserve death be- 
cause of their sinfulness. 


When the Bible tells us that death is the 
result of sin, it is not speaking of mere physical 
death. In Ezekiel 18:4, 20 we read, “The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die”. The death to which 
sin leads is a spiritual death. Spiritual death is 
a terrible punishment. Sin separates people from 
God. “Your iniquites have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hid His 
face from you, that He will not hear.” Isaiah 
59:2. Spiritual death means being separated 
from God forever. Some of the sufferings of 
this eternal punishment are described in Luke 
16:19-31. The Bible leaves no doubt as to the 
horrible destination of sinners. 


In our own strength there is nothing we can 
do to overcome the evil effects of sin in our 
lives. We cannot stop sinning at present, much 
less make up for sins that have already been 
committed. Paul said, “For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; but how to per- 
form that which is good I find not.” Romans 
7:18. We know what we ought to do, but we 
find ourselves unable to do it. 


If there is any help or hope for us, it must 
come from someone else. It cannot come from 
other people, because they too are sinners and 
have the same problems we do. Our help comes 
from the Lord, and our hope is in Him. There 
is nothing we can do about sin, but there is 
much God can do, and He has already done it. 
We deserve spiritual death because of our sin, 
but God mercifully takes away our sin and 
freely gives us eternal life in its place. “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Romans 6:23. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 28 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Priest And King In Judah 


Background Scirpture: II Kings 11: 12 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 72:1-7; 18, 19 


In our lesson today we see some of the terrible consequences of the alliance of Jehoshaphat with 
Ahab and Jezebel, especially in his allowing his son, Jehoram, to marry Athaliah, the daughter of 
Ahab. Jehoram, as was to be expected, walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. Yet the Lord 


would not destroy Judah for David his servant's sake. 


He reigned only eight years. At his death 


his son Ahaziah reigned for one year. He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, being Ahab’s 


son-in-law. This brings us down to today’s lesson. 


In our Devotional Reading from Psalm 72 
we find these words: Blessed be the Lord God, 
the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous 
things. In our lesson we see the way He kept 
Judah from utter ruin in the saving of the baby 
Joash and in the overthrow of Athaliah who 
usurped the throne. He had promised David 
to preserve his kingdom and He brings them 
through this crisis in their national history. 
We often see God’s overruling hand in history. 
This is true not only of the history of His 
chosen people, but in the affairs of other na- 
tions. God is the Sovereign Ruler and He does 
His will among the armies of heaven and the 
inhabitants of the earth, as Nebuchadnezzar 
found out. Back of the events in today’s lesson 
we see His Hand guiding those who saved the 
baby and rescued the land from the usurping 
heathen queen. God moves in mysterious and 
quiet ways His wonders to perform. His acts 
of Providence are His most holy, wise and 
wonderful powerful preserving and governing 
all His creatures and all their actions. He saves 
a baby in Egypt and He becomes the greatest 
leader of Israel. He saves Joash and he becomes 
the premier of Egypt. He, using men and wom- 
en, saves Joash, the baby, and David’s dynasty 
is saved. Someone has said that “History is His 
Story” and those who read history aright see 
His hand guiding and controlling. Cyrus is 
His servant, and He often makes the wrath of 
man to praise Him. 

I. The Wicked Reign of Athaliah: 11:1-3 

When Athaliah saw that her son was dead 
she arose and slew all the seed royal. But 
Jehosheba the daughter of King Joram, took 
Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from 
among the king’s sons which were slain; and 
they hid him and his nurse in the bedchamber 
from Athaliah so that he was not slain. She 
was the wife of Jehoiada the priest who had 
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so much influence with Joash all his life. Joash 
was hid six years while Athaliah reigned over 
the land. We are not told much about her 
most wicked reign. In II Chronicles we are 
told that the sons of Athaliah, that wicked 
woman, had broken up the house of God: and 
also all the dedicated things of the house of 
the Lord did they bestow upon Baalim. She 
was evidently the same type of woman as Jeze- 
bel, her mother, and we have seen her character 
displayed in the account of Ahab and Naboth’s 
vineyard. We can easily imagine what took 
place during those six years. A wicked king or 
queen can lead a nation into terrible sins and 
she did all she could to establish Baalism we 
may be sure. 

II. Joash Made King: 11:4-21 

Six years was all some of the good people of 
the land could stand. In the seventh year 
Jehoiada the priest sent for some of the rulers 
and captains and made a covenant with them 
and took an oath of them in the house of the 
Lord, and showed them the king’s son. He di- 
vided them into three parts to compass the 
king round about with weapons in their hands. 
They were to be with the king all the time. He 
gave them King David’s spears and shields and 
they stood, every man with his weapons in his 
hand, round about the king. And they brought 
Joash out and put the crown upon him and 
clapped their hands, and said, God save the 
king. 

When Athaliah heard the noise and then saw 
what was being done, she cried treason, treason. 
Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains, 
Have her forth, let her not be slain in the house 
of the Lord. So they laid hands on her; and 
she went by the way by the which the horses 
came into the king’s house: and there was she 
slain. 
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And Jehoiada made a covenant with the Lord 
and the king and the people, that they should 
be the Lord’s people. And all the people of the 
land went into the house of Baal and broke it 
down with his altars and images and slew the 
priest of Baal. They brought the king and he 
sat on the throne of the kings. And all the land 
rejoiced and the city was quiet. The reign of 
the wicked queen had been like a nightmare to 
«one of the people and they were happy indeec 
to get rid of her. Thus under the Providence 
of God Judah is rescued and David's house is 
on the throne. Again a baby and a child play a 
large part in Israel’s History. Judah had a nar- 
row escape and all because of the blunder of 
Jehoshaphat when he allied himself with the 
house of Ahab. 


Il. The Good Part of His Reign: 12:1-16 
(also II Chronicles 24) 


Jehoash (Joash) was only seven years of age 
when he began to reign and for a long time 
Jehoiada the priest instructed him and was the 
real ruler of the land. He reigned forty years 
and did that which was right as long as Jehoiada 
instructed him. The high places, however, were 
not taken away. He had two wives. 


He was minded to repair the house of the 
Lord for the sons of Athaliah had broken it 
up. In every time of spiritual depression it was 
the temple that suffered. This is but natural. 
When people cease to love and worship God 
they neglect His house. If you travel through 
a country today and see churches that need 
caring for you may be sure that the spiritual 
condition of the people is at a low point. There 
are discouraging things about the religious con- 
ditions of America today and we need a revival 
to bring us back to God. One of the encourag- 
ing signs is the fact that almost every church in 
this section of the country, at least, has taken 
steps to beautify and enlarge its buildings. In 
many cases new churches have been built to re- 
place the old, and other buildings have been 
erected. Part of this may be due to rather pros- 
perous times and the fact that most people have 
more money than they used to have, but I feel 
sure that love for God has inspired some of it. 
We rejoice in this hopeful sign. 

Joash gathered the priests and Levites and 
told them to go out and get money from all 
Israel for this work. The Levites did not hasten 
the matter so he called for Jehoiada and asked 
him why this was so. Then at the king’s com- 
mand they made a chest and set it at the gate 
of the house of the Lord and made proclamation 
to bring in the collection that Moses had laid 
upon them in the wilderness. And all the 
princes and all the people rejoiced and brought 
and cast into the chest. Thus they did day by 
day and gathered money in abundance. This 
money was given to those who did the work 
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and they repaired the house of the Lord. They 
reckoned not with the men for they dealt faith- 
fully. Liberal and joyful giving is a mark of 
spiritual life. These people rejoiced that they 
could give: so should we, for God loves a cheer- 
ful (joyful) giver. 

IV. The Evil Part of His Reign: 11 Kings 12: 

17-21 (II Chronicles 24:5-27) 

I am including part of chapter 24 of I] Chron- 
icles for it tells more about this than is given 
in II Kings. 

Jehoiada the priest who had been the instruc- 
tor of Joash from childhood died at the ripe 
old age of one hundred and thirty years, and 
with his death Joash seemed to change into a 
different person. The princes of Judah came 
before the king and he hearkened to them. And 
they left the house of the Lord God of their 
fathers and served groves and idols and wrath 
came upon Judah and Jerusalem. Why was it 
so hard for these people to keep from idolatry? 
It looked as though they would have seen the 
folly of worshipping idols long before this. The 
land had prospered under the good king 
Jehoshaphat, they had had the terrible reign of 
Athaliah and under foash everything had 
changed for the better. Why go back to Baal 
when the True God had been so good to them? 

They were warned of God by prophets but 
would not listen to them. The Spirit of God 
came upon Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada the 
priest who had been the guide of the king, and 
he told them plainly that they could not prosper 
if they forsook the Lord. They conspired against 
him and stoned him with stones at the command 
of the king. Joash remembered not the kindness 
which Jehoiada his father had done to him 
but slew his son. When he died, he said, the 
Lord look upon it, and require it. And God 
did. At the end of the year the host of Syria 
came up against him and destroyed all the 
princes and sent the spoil to Damascus. So they 
executed judgment against Joash. This is God's 
way of punishing nations. 

But still more punishment was coming. The 
Syrians had left Joash “in great diseases”. His 
own servants conspired against him for the 
blood of the son of Jehoiada the priest and 
slew him on his bed. He was buried in Jeru- 
salem but not in the sepulchres of the kings. 


In Joash we have a man who started well un- 
der the instructions of the godly priest, but 
spoiled all the good that he did in the early 
part of his reign by foolishly turning from God 
and not remembering the kindness of the one 
who had made him king. Ingratitude is a very 
heinous sin. 





A New Missionary. Born to Rev. & Mrs. R. L. 
Montgomery, our missionaries in Hwalien, Taiwan, 
on April 20, Robert Lancaster Montgomery, Jr., in 
the Mennonite Christian Hospital, Hwalien. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 28 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Baptist Denomination 


Scripture: Romans 10:1-17 
Suggested Hymns: 
“Rock of Ages” 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less’ 
“Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed” 
Program Leader's Introduction: 


Most Baptists prefer to use the word “church” 
with respect to the local congregation only. All 
of the Baptist churches are termed “denomina- 
tion” rather than “church”. It is largely an 
American denomination, with approximately 
eighty per cent of the of the world’s Baptists 
being located in the United States. The largest 
concentration of American Baptists is to be 
found in the southeastern states the area 
in which our General Assembly is located. 


Our study of the Baptist denomination will 
follow the same pattern that we have used for 
our studies of the other churches . . . we shall 
consider history, beliefs, and government. 


First Speaker: 

Baptists generally claim that their beliefs and 
practices go back to the time of John the Bap- 
tist. Most scholars agree, however, that no con- 
nected history can be traced beyond 1608, when 
a Baptist church was formed in Holland. The 
Baptist movement had its formal beginning 
among English speaking people when a Baptist 
church was organized in London in 1611. Eng- 
lish Baptists pioneered in missionary endeavor, 
sending Roger Williams to America in 1631 and 
William Carey to India in 1793. 


Roger Williams became one of the first cham- 
pions for the freedom of faith and conscience 
in the New World. The persecutions he endured 
are a part of early American history. Under 
Williams’ leadership a Baptist church was or- 
ganized in Providence, Rhode Island in 1639 
and another in Newport in 1641. From that 
time to the present, Baptist churches have con- 
tinued to be organized and the movement to 
thrive. As the number of churches increased, 
they came together in loose organizations called 
“associations” and “conventions”. 


Due to disagreements about organizational 
procedures and the slavery question a division 
in Baptist ranks took place in 1845 which result- 
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ed in the formation of Northern and Southern 
Baptist Conventions. The Northern convention 
changed its name to the American Baptist Con- 
vention in 1950. The American Convention re- 
ports about one and a half million members, and 
the Southern Baptist Convention reports over 
nine million. At the end of 1958. 


Baptist religion has proved more popular 
among American Negroes than any other faith. 
There are two all-Negro Baptist denominations 
which claim over seven million members. This 
figure is probably not quite accurate, because 
there are only fourteen million Negroes in the 
United States, and less than half of them are 
members of any church. 


Second Speaker: 

The Baptist denomination has no creed. Each 
congregation determines its own beliefs. In 
spite of this principle, there is general agreement 
among most Baptists about many points of their 
faith. ‘Two statements of belief were drawn up 
early in American Baptist history, one at Phila- 
delphia and one in New Hampshire. These 
statements are not binding on any Baptist, but 
have become an informally accepted standard 
among many. 


Since complete independence is emphasized 
among Baptist churches, there is naturally a 
very wide variety of theology taught and 
preached in Baptist schools and pulpits. It is 
probably safe to say that Baptist theology is 
predominantly Calvinistic with a sizable mi- 
nority dessenting vigorously. In general, Bap- 
tists accept the main points of Protestant belief 
such as justification by faith, the priesthood of 
all believers, and the authority and sufficiency 
of the Scriptures. 


Baptists do not have sacraments. They ob- 
serve what they call the “ordinances” of the 
Lord’s Supper and baptism. To them, these 
ordinances are merely memorials, and do not 
convey any special blessing to the participant 
except in the examination and dedication of 
his own life. 


\s their name implies, one of the main points 
of Baptist belief has to do with baptism. They 
believe that baptism and immersion are synony- 
mous. It is unnecessary to speak of immersion, 
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because “baptism is immersion”. This belief 
is based on the supposition that the Biblical 
word for “baptize” always means immerse, and 
that the thing symbolized in baptism is a burial 
and resurrection. This view is in disagreement 
with the vast majority of Christians, who, while 
accepting immersion as one acceptable mode of 
baptism, do not believe that it was the only mode 
or even the chief mode of Biblical baptism. 
Other Christians also believe that the central 
significance of baptism is a symbolic cleansing 
and not a symbolic burial and_ resurrection. 
Some Baptists will invite to the Lord’s Supper 
only those believers who have been immersed. 
Infants may not be baptized. 


Third Speaker: 

It could be said that the genius of the Bap- 
tists is their independence. Each church is self- 
governing, and that government is by the con- 
gregation. Each church has a board of deacons. 
The deacons are elected by the congregation 
and responsible to the congregation. For prac- 
tical purposes, some decisions may be committed 
to the deacons, but in theory, all their actions 
and recommendations must be approved by a 
congregational vote before they become final. 
Members are admitted to the church only by 
vote of the congregation. Ministers are ex- 
amined and ordained by the congregation, usual- 
ly upon recommendation of a group of sister 
churches. There was a time when a great many 
Baptist ministers were relatively uneducated, 
but the educational level is increasing con- 
sistently. 


Individual Baptist churches are grouped to- 
gether in local and state associations, and in 
national conventions. These associations and 
conventions are advisory only, with regard to 
the individual churches. No action of the or- 
ganization can be binding on the churches. The 
main purpose of the associations and conven- 
tions is to administer and control the denomina- 
tional agencies and boards, such as missions, ed- 
ucation, publication, etc. Despite their traditional 
independence, the Baptist churches have one of 
the most efficient denominational organizations 
to be found anywhere. 

Program Leader: 

In the main, Baptist beliefs and the creed of 
Presbyterians have much in common. The chief 
doctrinal difference is with regard to the sacra- 
ments. Presbyterians believe that a sacrament 
is more than a mere memorial. Baptists reject 
Presbyterian belief in infant baptism, and re- 
quire all persons who have been baptized by 
sprinkling, whether baptized in infancy or adult- 
hood, to be rebaptized by immersion before they 
can be admitted to membership in a Baptist 
church. The Presbyterian church does not re- 
quire Baptists to be rebaptized in order to be 
admitted to a Presbyterian church. 
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The principle of government is different in 
the two churches. Presbyterians have represen- 
tative government, and Baptist have congrega- 
tional government. 








WAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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ADULTS AT WORSHIP. Wallace Fridy. Abing- 
don Press. $1.75. 


Here are meditations that will appeal to the 
mature Christian in today’s world. Each of the 
brief talks averages about 3 pages in length and 
is followed by “Worship Aids’ for a complete de- 
votional program — 2 hymn titles, a Scripture les- 
son, and an appropriate prayer. There are several 
days in the Christian Year. Each of these devo- 


tionals points the way to more wholesome living in 
Christ. 





MARY PONDERS. Thornton B. Penfield, Jr. 
Christopher Publishing House. $2.00. 


This book is based on the statement concerning 
Mary that “she pondered them in her heart.” It 
is a poem on the theme of Christmas. The author 
gives a poetic interpretation of Mary’s thoughts 
and reveals the true meaning of the Christmas sea- 
son. Mary’s pondering stirs us to long thoughts 
about the world and our particular place in it. 





RESPONSIBLE PROTESTANTISM. Cecil De- 
Boer. William B. Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


Dr. DeBoer, professor of philosophy at Calvin 
College, has given us in this volume 20 essays on 
the Christian’s role in a secular society. He was 
a man in the Calvinistic traditions of the Christian 
faith as those traditions were formed and devel- 
oped in the Netherlands. Dr. Henry Zylstra’s in- 
troduction to this volume says that Professor De- 
Boer was a philosopher by profession but he was 
not merely a closet philosopher. He liked to take 
his thought which had matured in the leisure of 
private reflection and bring it to bear with the 
mediacv and directness upon the current issue and 
timely topic. 


Some of the chapters deal with subjects that 
are currently controversial and there will, there- 
fore, be a difference of opinion in the evaluation 
of Dr. DeBoer’s views. Regardless of one’s own 
point of view, however, he will find many helpful 
insights expressed in these essays. The essay on 
John Dewey is quite revealing. Another essay 
called “Religion In Education Versus Christian Ed- 
ucation” makes some fine distinctions that are of 
real value. 


We desire to call attention to the chapter on 
“Sources of Danger to a Free Society”. On this 
subject, Dr. DeBoer comments, “Our Federal Gov- 
ernment was originally devised as a government of 
limited powers, yet today the things that make for 
despotism are discernible all around us. One of 
the most insidious of these is the assumption of 
the power of unlimited spending in the name of 
the common good. It is growing increasingly clear 
that ‘the power to tax is the power to destroy’, not 
merely in industry or a livelihood but the very fact 
of freedom itself. This same irresponsibility that 
makes for persistent deficit financing will prob- 
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ably not in the event of a genuine crisis hesitate 
to override our laws and in the end the Constitu- 
tion.” 


Dr. DeBoer says that we should never forget 
that a poor argument for the faith will usually do 
more damage than a good argument against it. 
— is true. And his arguments for the faith are 
good. 


We urge our readers to read this volume. It 
has much to offer. It will stimulate thought on 
important subjects. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE OF HISTORY. 
John McIntyre. Wm. B. Eerdman‘s. $2.50. 


The prevalence of the Marxist interpretation of 
history arising as it did from the very heart of 
Judaistic Messianism and apocalypticism and 
achieving popularity with these two had lost con- 
fidence in the idea of progress has compelled 
Christian thinkers, says Dr. McIntyre, to revise 
their ideas on history. This compulsion has be- 
come the more urgent as Marxism has grown from a 
philosophy into a possible way of life and an active 
political force competing with Western civilization 
and democracy for the allegiance of millions of 
human beings. With the false views of the mean- 
ing and end of history expressed on many sides, 
it is inevitable that the church should offer to men 
the Christian account of these matters. The au- 
thor believes that the Christian doctrine of history 
is not merely a recitation of the events that con- 
stitute the economy of salvation or the rehearsal 
of the mighty acts by which God has accomplished 
the redemption of His creatures. He shows that 
the Christian doctrine of history must indicate 
how sacred history is related to ordinary history. 
It is helpful to note that the author stresses the 
conviction of the rottenness of Christianity in his- 
tory and this commits the Christian exponent to a 
quite specific doctrine of history. 


Dr. McIntyre makes plain what he means by 
history and then expounds what history means. 
He acknowledges that we cannot have an idea of 
history which is equally acceptable to believers and 
unbelievers. 


The 11 chapters in this volume demonstrate 
that the Christian because of his belief in God’s 
revelation of Himself in history is committed to a 
unique doctrine of history and that this doctrine is 
not merely a theory concerning facts which are 
accepted by all men, but that it is a doctrine con- 
cerning the central nature of history itself. It 
may not be possible to follow Dr. McIntyre in 
every statement made in this volume, but the 
serious-minded student of history will be grateful 
for the suggestiveness and illumination found in 
this splendid contribution to this subject. 





PROGRAMS FOR YOUNG ADULTS — A Man- 
ual for Discussion Meetings. John H. Gerstner. Ba- 
ker Book House. $1.50. 


Dr. Gerstner is professor of church history in 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Thosheshesl Seminary. He has 
rendered a real service in providing these programs 
as a manual for discussion meetings. The topics in- 
clude such themes as religion in the home, a bird’s 
eye view of church history, what is the basis for 
a successful marriage and the cost of discipleship. 
Of the 21 programs, 20 of them will be suitable 
for any adult group in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. The 7th program dealing with race re- 
lations is written from integrationist slant and 
therefore would be of little value in the South. 
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Of special value for this age group is the chap- 
ter dealing with Protestant-Roman Catholic mar- 
riages. Here Dr. Gerstner points out that both 
churches agree that its adherents should not marry 
across the lines with or without a contract. On 
this, our feelings are mutual. 

—John R. Richardson 





PATHWAY TO THE FOLD. Mabel M. Host. 
Greenwich. $2.50. 


This book deals with the basic teachings of the 
Old and New Testaments for young people today. 
It makes pleasant reading for those who never 
tire of hearing the beloved stories of David, Noah, 
Daniel, and many others. For the older generation, 
a fresh style and an approach to familiar subjects 
will provide many pleasurable moments. The main 
thrust of the book, however, is to show young peo- 
ple the richness and joy to be found in following 
the road to God’s way of life — the pathway of 
love, compassion and peace. 





WORLD AT MY FEET. Thomas M. Robertson. 
Greenwich. $3.00. 


“World at My Feet” is the gripping, emotionally 
charged story of Eric Yonkers, a handsome youth 
who is the symbol of many misguided young people 
today. Suddenly rebelling against his generous, 
well-meaning upbringing provided by his parents 
on their Western ranch, Eric plunges into the heady 
world of roadside beer and dance halls, into the 
brawling moil of the lumber camps. It is the story 
of moral weakness in the face of the temptations 
of our day. Finally it gives the portrait of a typi- 
eal young American struggling painfully toward 
the light of grace and sanity. 





YOUR VOCATIONAL ADVENTURE. Jesse C. 
Burt. Abingdon Press. $2.95. 


This book gives clues to help you analyze your 
interests and capabilities. There is information 
about the broad job possibilities — the salary you 
can expect, educational requirements and other 
pertinent facts — and Dr. Burt refers to easily 
obtainable sources of valuable information about 
additional job opportunities in the more than 22,- 
000 definable occupations. There are also sugges- 
tions for being a happy worker in finding fun in 
your job. 





BRAVE BOYS AND GIRLS OF LONG AGO. 
Dorothy C. Haskin. Baker Book House. $1.50. 

These are stories of Juniors of other days who 
dared to live the Christian life. Through these 
stories children will be introduced to such impor- 
tant characters as John Wycliffe, Martin Luther, 
Robert Raikes, and Robert Baillie. These are true 
stories. The characters in these stories really 
lived and they were real boys and girls. The facts 
in these stories actually happened. They are in- 
terestingly told by Mrs. Haskin, an experienced 
author of books for Juniors. 





LOYALTY TO CHRIST. Donald E. Demaray. 
Baker Book House. $1.50. 


In an age when nation, job and home demand 
our allegiances, it is well, says the author, to be 
reminded that our supreme loyalty is to Jesus 
Christ. In fact, for the Christian all lesser legiti- 
mate loyalties flow from the one supreme loyalty. 
Our first loyalty must be to Christ because in Him 
is the only solution to our problems, whether per- 
sonal or social, national or international. 
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QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 





COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mor.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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These 11 compelling messages point men to 
Christ who can change their lives into something 
happy and meaningful. The Christian layman and 
the preacher can read these sermons with profit 
and enjoyment. 





THE NEW TESTAMENT. A Book by Book 
Survey. Mark Cambron. Zondervan. $5.95. 


This is a book to guide Christians to a better 
understanding of the Bible. The first chapter 
raises and answers the questions, “Why four gos- 
pels?” Following this there is a resume given of 
each book in the New Testament. Most of the 
material here is familiar to Pible students but 
should be of special benefit to Christian laymen 
because of the simplicity of its presentation. 





TABERNACLE STUDIES. Lawrence T. Cham- 
bers. Zondervan. $2.50. 


The author has been a lecturer on the Taber- 
nacle for more than 25 years. After much study 
he built a model tabernacle carefully following 
Scriptural specifications to provide an authentic 
and authoritative visual aid to the understanding 
of the Tabernacle and its importance in an overall 
grasp of Bible teaching. In this volume he gives 
15 chapters devoted to an exposition of every phase 
of the Tabernacle. The volume is well illustrated. 





JUDAS, THE BETRAYER. Albert Nicole. Baker 
Book House. $1.50. 


This volume is devoted to a study of Judas Is- 
eariot upon the basis of data furnished by Scrip- 
ture. It could be called a psychological study. It 
answers such questions as these. Was there any 
thing in Judas’ background which might account 
for his character traits? Was avarice the sole mo- 
tive for joining the intimate group around Jesus? 
What drove him to his traitorous act? What was 
the source of his remorse? 


This volume will be interesting reading for the 
Christian layman and will make fine background 
for a sermon on Judas the betrayer. 





THE CRUCIAL WORDS OF CALVARY. Her- 
schel H. Hobbs. Baker Book House. $1.95. 


The author plumbs the depths of the 7 sayings 
of Christ from the Cross in this volume. He points 
out the direct significance of these sayings for the 
world of today and for every individual in this 
world. Dr. Hobbs has the ability to write with 
clarity and simplicity. These seven messages are 
designed to lead the reader to a deeper devotion 
to the Christ of the cross. 





CHRIST’S .THEORY AND RESURRECTION 
POWER. Harry E. Ward. Greenwich Book Pub- 
lishers. $2.50. 


With constant reference to specific passages 
from the Bible, Mr. Ward attempts to show the tre- 
mendous power of Christ magnified by the bodies 
and souls of His saints. The effects of atomic 
energy unleashed by man are seen as insignificant 
indeed when compared to the infinite power of 
the Lord—the almighty power that alone can create 
and destroy. He attempts to prove that Christ as 
He is revealed in the Scriptures provides the answer 
to the many challenges and questions that are trou- 
bling our Atomic age. Some of the author’s ideas 
seem far fetched but there are others that are sug- 
gestive and constructive. 
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BOOKLET ON 


The National Council 
of Churches 


56 Pages 4x 9” 


The Board of Directors of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has just published 
a booklet consisting of articles, editorials 
and other material published in recent 
months having to do with the present 
leadership and activities of the National 
Council of Churches: 


“THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES” 
(as now constituted 
and directed) 


A MENACE TO 
CHURCH AND STATE 


Price—20c per copy—$2.00 per dozen 
$15.00 per hundred postpaid 


Order from 


THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 











YOU CAN PREACH. C. Ray Jordan. Fleming 
H. Revell. $1.75. 


Dr. Jordan shows how to establish a pattern for 
the selection of sermon topics and texts, how to 
build these topics into well-conducted, inspiring 
sermons, and offers numerous hints to students and 
ministers as to methods they may employ to be 
most effective in moving the wills of men to God. 
The ministerial student will find this book to be 
of real value. The established preacher will find 
reading it refreshing and instructive. 





A MINISTER’S OBSTACLES. Ralph G. Turn- 
bull. Fleming H. Revell. $1.25. 


This book is written to help the minister under- 
stand and overcome the difficulties peculiar to his 
calling. Dr. Turnbull shares with the reader the 
temptations of the great ministers of all time in 
chapters covering such obstacles as Professionalism, 
Sloth, Pride, and Criticism. He shows how these 
well-known figures of the pulpit realized their 
own weaknesses and became great because of their 
constant self-examination and self-discipline. 





THAT CHURCH IN YOUR LIFE. Rolla Swisher. 
Warner Press. $2.25. 


Mr. Swisher suggests how a Christian through 
personal evangelism, through witnessing and work- 
ing in the church and through living as a Christian 
in the home and on Main Street can build his own 
personal life into a more effective life on behalf 
of Christ and the church. This volume is designed 
to point out how a member of the church can 
become more deeply committed to it and its pur- 
poses. It discusses how each individual may delve 
more deeply into his church life and work. 
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KEEPING YOUR CHURCH IN THE NEWS. 
W. Austin Brodie. Fleming H. Revell. $1.25. 


This helpful guide in preparing, producing, and 
placing news for the press is by an expert in news- 
paper work, publicity and advertising. It is written 
especially for ministers, church officers, laymen— 
all those interested in promoting the church. 





CHURCH USE OF AUDIO-VISUALS. Howard 
E. Tower. Abingdon. $1.50. 


This study has been prepared for use in the 
leadership program of the church. It is directed 
to pastors and local church leaders. The author 
has sought to discuss only matters that are essen- 
tial to local church leaders as they face their 
tasks. The volume discusses such subjects as To- 
ward a More Adequate Church Program, An Ade- 
quate Philosophy of the Use of Audio-Visual Re- 
sources, Know Your Tools, and the Role of the 
Church in the Communications Revolution. 





LIFE CRUCIFIED. Oswald C. J. Hoffman. 
Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


The theme of this volume is that all who would 
live the crucified life must pattern their lives 
after Him who was crucified. Christ is the Life 
Crucified. From Him the crucified life of be- 
lievers derives its inspiration and strength. To 
know Christ is to know the Life Crucified. To 
live by faith in Him is to enter into the crucified 
life. This life is characterized by an earnest striv- 
ing to serve. Dr. Hoffman’s book provides the 
reader with a searching commentary on the teach- 
ing of the New Testament concerning crucifixion 
ag Christ and being raised to newness of life in 

im. 





HOPING TO BE SOMEBODY. Kay Morgan Ed- 
wards. Abingdon. $2.50. 


If the Christian faith is to bring newness of 
life, the author is of the opinion that it must pro- 
vide a recovery of hope. One of the main divisions 
in life, he observes, is between those who are sur- 
rendered to despair and those who have found hope 
among crumbling foundations, a realistic ground 
for hope. The eleven chapters in this book are 
the attempt of the pastor to rediscover those in- 
gredients in the gospel which makes it really “good 
news”. While taking a realistic view of human 
nature the author appeals to everyone who is striv- 
ing to “be somebody”. 





FLASH CARD SETS No. 5 and No. 6. “Noah 
and The Giant Boat’. “Jonah and the Giant Fish” 
Moody Press. $2.95 each. 


These colored flash card sets provide an easy, 
profitable way of presenting a visualized Bible 
story. The story accompanying the pictures is 
printed on the back of the cards. The printing is 
arranged in a very convenient manner for the story- 
teller. The artwork is good and the narrative is 
true to the Bible account. 


Children’s workers will be wise to avail them- 
selves of these visualized Bible stories adapted 








from the Science Adventure Films and Bible Story 
Filmstrips produced by the Moody Institute of 
Science. These flash card stories can be well used 
in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, child- 
ren’s meetings, camp programs, as well as by par- 


ents in their teaching ministry in the home. 
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Alcohol Advertising 1957 


(Documentation upon request) 


see ee $ 68,934,000 


National magazines 39,000,000 
Network television _...==—=—SESCt—<C«= 71 46°77 
Spot television iain 38,483,000 
ne ss Oe 3,000,000 
keener 
Point of purchase _....._____._. 207,500,000 
Cnet ak 
bah ile RC 
1957 Expenditures for alcoholic beve- 
et ee $10,700,000,000 
1957 U. S. per capita Expenditures for 
same _._._..____ 362.82 


(Based on population of 170 million) 
— Apparent Consumption — 


Distilled spirits —___ 217,073,384 gals 
GEE <onespuishietlalnlatietietietiinatied 151,903,091 gals 
ee 


(31 gals. to the barrel) 


1956 Estimated Number of Alcoholics in U. S. A. 
4,243,000 males; 772,000 females; 
total of 5,015,000. 


—N. Y . Temperance Action 





Tue CurisTiAN Farra ACCORDING 
To Tae SHorter CATECHISM 
By William Childs Robinson, D._D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, 
postpaid. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 

















~ Wnat PReSBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 














ORDER YOUR BOOES FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





